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The 2024 round of
External Quality Assessments (EQA)

9 different Proficiency Tests (PT) have been run:

• 2 Screening: Rapid test for BSE and for scrapie (RB24, RS24)

• 4 Confirmatory: Immunoblot for BSE and scrapie (WB24, WS24), PrP

immunohistochemistry technical (II24) and interpretation (IT24)

• 1 Discriminatory: Discriminatory western blot in small ruminants (DS24)

• 2 Genotyping: PRNP genotyping in sheep and in goats (GS24, GG24)

the EQAs started in late 2024 and completed in early 2025



EQA EQA description

Applying  

countries / 

readers

Announcement 

date

Period of material  

distribution

Deadline for  

results  

submission

successful 

NRLs at 

round 1

RB24 BSE screening rapid test 26 03/12/2024 03 December 30/12/2024 26

RS24 Scrapie screening rapid  test 27 03/12/2024 03 December 30/12/2024 27

WB24 BSE confirmatory  immunoblot 21 03/12/2024 03 December 30/12/2024 19

WS24 Scrapie confirmatory  immunoblot 22 03/12/2024 03 December 30/12/2024 20

II24 Immunohistochemistry  Interpretation 42 22/10/2024 22 October 04/11/2024 39

IT24 Immunohistochemistry  Technical 17 02/10/2024 09 October 04/11/2024 14

DS24 Discriminatory western  blot in small ruminants 16 09/10/2024 21 October 06/12/2024 15

GS24 PRNP sheep genotyping 14 20/09/2024 23 September 31/10/2024 10

GG24 PRNP goat genotyping 22 20/09/2024 23 September 31/10/2024 16

The 2024 round (EU+EFTA)

On average a large number of participants
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The 2024 round (EU+EFTA)

Launched between September and December
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The 2024 round (EU+EFTA)

Submissions by December
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The 2024 round (EU+EFTA)

Results presented in the following presentations



The new round

News in the following presentations…



Beyond the EQAs

• As usual, the 2024-2025 was a period of assistance and
dialogue with the NRLs. The following countries requested
some help or exchange views:

• 2024: Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, France, Ireland, Latvia, 
Poland, Portugal, Slovenia

• 2025: Latvia, Malta, Poland, Sweden

• Lab safety: a new webinar will be organized in the 
next few months (let’s discuss by the end of this 
meeting)

• Atypical BSE: reference tissues propagation 
updates over the meeting 



The 2025-2027 is a 3-year work 
programme

• Approved by the EC
• Currently ongoing
• Activities as expected:
 AVAILABILITY AND USE OF HIGH-QUALITY METHODS 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO NRLs
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO EC
REAGENTS AND REFERENCE COLLECTIONS

• Likely it will require to adapt to new legislation 
provisions in the field of surveillance (shift to 
WOAH strategies) 



Highlights from the agenda

EQA 
feedback



Highlights from the agenda

EQA 
feedback



Highlights from the agenda

EFSA updates



Highlights from the agenda

EFSA updates



Highlights from the agenda

AS & genetics



Highlights from the agenda

Goat TSE: 
a full 

immersion



Next year: back to Rome
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