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Outline 1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)

2. BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)

i. Members/zones recognised as having a negligible or controlled BSE risk 
status

ii. Trends in new applications

iii. Atypical and classical cases reported

3. Revision of Scrapie standards (Terrestrial Code)
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Transition process: where are we?

1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)
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Submission of 
status

reconfirmation 
form

Status 
reconfirmation

Background on official status cycle
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May 2023 November 2023 May 2024 November 2024

General Session: adoption 
of new BSE standards and a 
delayed use of 1 year

Members already 
having an official BSE 
risk status

Trade 
recommendations

New applications for 
official recognition of 
BSE risk status

After General Session: full 
implementation of 2023 
Terrestrial Code BSE standards

Annual 
reconfirmation: 
use 2022 form1

Annual 
reconfirmation: 
use new form2

• Annual reconfirmation

Surveillance/Risk 
management

• If an indigenous case of 
classical BSE occurs in a 
cattle recently born in a 
negligible/controlled BSE 
risk country or zone

May 2025

General Session: adoption of official 
BSE risk status in accordance with 
2023 Terrestrial Code BSE standards

Transition period

In accordance with 2022 Terrestrial Code BSE 
standards

In accordance with 2023 Terrestrial Code BSE 
standards

1 Members can voluntarily share their actions taken or 

planned in adapting their BSE risk management 

measures and BSE surveillance system

2 New form will be shared in SCAD September 2023 

meeting report
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2024 Applications and onwards:

• Entire BSE risk assessment (entry, exposure, consequence and risk estimation)

• Surveillance requirements shifted from a point-based system to targeting bovines 
that show signs on the clinical spectrum of BSE 

• Importance of awareness and training programmes and evaluation procedures of the 
surveillance system (including criteria to submit samples for testing for BSE)

• Starting date to be determined by ad hoc Group on evaluation of BSE risk status, 
based on information provided, which could be either eight years prior to the date of 
recognition (negligible risk) or on the date of recognition of controlled risk status.

New applications: what has changed
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• Focuses on changes in risk mitigation practices throughout the industry (industry 
practices, audits, legislation, surveillance, etc.)

• Reports of atypical BSE cases

• Provide data on the number of animals reported to the Veterinary Authority for 
suspicion of BSE and tested

• Change in the focus area and level of depth of reporting for reconfirmation of official 
BSE-risk status: We do not expect serious difficulties or non-compliances.

• Classical BSE cases: reported through IN + epi report within 90 days,

• Reconfirmation of BSE risk status- WOAH

Annual Reconfirmations: what has changed

https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/
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Members/zones recognised as having a 

negligible or controlled 

BSE risk status

2. BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)
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• Negligible risk Members: 53

• Negligible risk zones: 3->5

• Controlled risk Members: 4

• Controlled risk zones: 2->0

i. Members/zones recognised as having a negligible or controlled BSE risk status



10

Official recognition of BSE status: Trends in 

number of applications

2. BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)



11ii. Trends in number of applications
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Number of BSE risk status applications per year

No app.

New app.

2020: 2 controlled -> negligible
2021: 1 controlled ->negligible

 + 1 re-application from 2018
2024: 2 controlled BSE risk zones -> Negligible risk
2025: 1 new application
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Atypical and classical BSE cases

2. BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)



13iii. Atypical and classical BSE cases (Members with a BSE risk status) 

❑ 4 atypical cases reported during the 2024 annual reconfirmation campaign:
✓ All in Europe
✓ 3 of these cases were identified as part of the over 48 months active surveillance 

programme for fallen stock, for the other one no information was provided.
✓ In all cases the animals were destroyed and did not enter the food and feed chains.

❑ No atypical cases reported during the 2025 annual reconfirmation campaign

❑ Last classical BSE case reported to WAHIS: Scotland, May 2024
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Revision of Scrapie standards 

(Terrestrial Code)

2. Revision of Scrapie standards (Terrestrial Code)
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Chapter 14.8. Scrapie

Chapter is being revised: First ad hoc Group meeting on scrapie was convened in April 2025:

• Revision of the criteria and concept of freedom for scrapie : 

• replacement of the concept of "scrapie-free" status with the concept of "Negligible Scrapie Risk”;

• deletion of specific provisions for free compartments (current Article 14.8.4.) as "free 

establishments" (Article 14.8.5.) are considered a more practical and less resource-demanding 

option.

• Provision of recommendations on genetic susceptibility:

• Ovine animals of genotype AA 136 and RR 171 and caprine animals of genotype SS or DD 146 or KK 

222: considered as resistant, to be included in the relevant articles

2. Revision of Scrapie standards (Terrestrial Code)
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Chapter 14.8. Scrapie (ctd)

• Surveillance:

• The Scientific Commission, in consultation with experts, determined that no validated ante-mortem 

tests exist to replace post-mortem diagnosis for surveillance.

• Safe trade of at-risk commodities raised by Members:

• Inclusion of in vivo derived embryos from genetically resistant ovine or caprine animals as safe 

commodities;

• Recommended to retain gelatine and collagen as safe commodities

SCAD Feb. 2025 report or TAHSC Feb. 2025 report

2. Revision of Scrapie standards (Terrestrial Code)

https://www.woah.org/en/document/scad-report-february-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/terrestrial-animal-health-standards-commission-report_february-2025/
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Thank you !
• For more information please contact: 

disease.status@woah.org

• Official disease status webpage on BSE: Bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy aka BSE- WOAH

• Terrestrial Code: https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-
do/standards/codes-and-manuals/ 

 
• SCAD reports: www.woah.org/scientific-commission 

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:disease.status@woah.org
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BSE surveillance guidelines

• AIM: Support WOAH Members in the 
implementation of a BSE surveillance system.

• PROVIDE:

• overview of the clinical signs of BSE.

• criteria for targeted BSE surveillance.

• overview of the components of a credible BSE 

surveillance system.

• reading and training material.

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy aka BSE- WOAH
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/07/ang-book-bse-guidelines-07072023-final.pdf
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Starting date

Born during the period when 

the risk of recycling BSE is 

negligible 

Born before the period when 

the risk of recycling BSE is 

negligible 

Bovines and commodities pose a different risk regarding BSE

Starting date
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