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19 Laboratories

Proficiency Testing
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PrP IHC EQA 2025

• Two set of eight unstained sections on four labelled

slides, which include both BSE and scrapie infected

animals. Ovine slides include lymph node material.

A

B

Section 1
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PrP IHC EQA 2025 - Expected Labelling

BSE POSITIVE 66517/1/25 A
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PrP IHC EQA 2025 - Expected Labelling

CLASSICAL SCRAPIE 66517/2/25 A 
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PrP IHC EQA 2025 - Expected Labelling

LYMPH NODE 66517/3/25 A
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PrP IHC EQA 2025 - Expected Labelling

ATYPICAL SCRAPIE 66517/4/25 A - B
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PrP IHC EQA 2025 -Results

BSE

Classical scrapie

Lymph node

19 NRLs

19 NRLs

18 NRLs
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PrP IHC EQA 2025 - Results

5 NRLs

18 NRLs

Not recognized by 4 NRLs

Atypical scrapie

18 NRLs
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8 NRLs

Non-specific
staining/ 

Background

Detached tissues from slide1 NRL

PrP IHC EQA 2025 – Critical issue
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 18 NRLs passed all categories

 1 NRL failed

PrP IHC EQA 2025 - Conclusions

Scrapie IHC confirmatory testing suspended



TSE EURL 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d’Aosta – Turin

Istituto Superiore di Sanità - Rome

Timescale

• EURL will send samples in September/October

• 3 weeks to perform the PT and to send back 

the PrP immunostained sections.

PrP IHC EQA 2026
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EURL Histopathology interpretation 2025 

Barbara Iulini

23 th Annual Meeting of the TSE EURL

Roma, Italy       07-08  May 2026
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Proficiency Testing

20 Countries

41 Readers
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Materials and Methods

• 15 slides (11 IHC, 4 H&E)

• Scanned

• Access to scanned images via the web

• Results entered in the spreadsheet

previously sent by the EURL and uploaded

to googleform within the deadline



TSE EURL 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d’Aosta – Turin

Istituto Superiore di Sanità - Rome

Interpretation rules 

Correct and safe results

Incorrect results

Inconclusive or unsuitable

A scrapie case is correctly diagnosed as 

positive, but subsequently misclassified or 

not classified, “Pos-A” or “Pos-C”
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TSE01 –EE OV Positive
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TSE04 –IHC OV Negative
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TSE 08 –EE OV Positive
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TSE 10 –IHC OV Negative
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TSE 11 –EE BV Negative
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TSE12 – IHC  OV Positive-A
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TSE13 – EE  OV Positive
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TSE14 – IHC OV Positive-C
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15- IHC BV Negative
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Histopathology interpretation - Conclusions

 One reader gave negative to a positive Scrapie H&E

 Four readers gave positive result to a negative BSE case IHC

 There were three misclassifications between classical and 

atypical scrapie 
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Histopathology and immunohistochemistry interpretation  

 
Slide review form 
 
 

Observer ID: 

 

 

Date of EQA round:  

 

 

Case number: 

 

 

Original observer result: 

 

 

Intended (gold 
standard) result: 

 

 

Date of review: 

 

 

Further observer 
comments following 
review:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slide review form
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We are working to organize
the  Histopathology
interpretation 2026 

that will be on the website 
in October/November 
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